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THE LOCAL CHOICE theloca
PHARMACY VIGNE mascTcH:

Monday - Friday:

09:00-17:00 :
Saturday: 35 Main Road, Greyton

08:00 - 14:00
Sty LB HioBge For all your healthcare needs.

09:00-12:00




IMPORTANT
NUMBERS

Ambulance
10177

SAPS Emergency
WApp 082 510 1560
028 125 0010

Greyton De Oude
Pastorie Clinic
066 027 7752
Emergency only:
072 257 8140
Vigne Pharmacy
079 948 3758

APS
021 204 1007

Greyton Watch
WApp 082 380 0640

Fire Emergency
Caledon Command
Centre: 028 425 1690

Snake Catchers
Julian Snyders:

082 790 7199
Simon: 083 270 7900
Paula: 066 224 6311

Baboon Monitor
Group 082 835 2668

Caledon Vet
Greyton Branch:

028 214 1211

TWK Municipality
028 254 9620
Greyton Electrical
Contractors

071 387 2000

Red Cross 078 707 4243
EARS 082 660 6714
Marriage Officer
Marius Greeff:

082 936 3462

LETTER FROM
4 THEEDITOR

Dear Readers

As we step into 2026, | want to wish all our readers a happy and healthy New Year. May it bring

new opportunities, moments of joy, and time to enjoy our wonderful Greyton community.

A new year is always a chance for fresh intentions and resolutions — whether it's supporting
local businesses, spending more time outdoors, or simply slowing down to appreciate the little
things that make our valley so special. Let's also hope for a safer year, with fewer fires and

happier animals and humans alike.

The Greyton Post is proud to continue sharing stories, updates, and insights about the people
and events that make our village extraordinary. To help us keep the paper free for those who may

not have the means but enjoy a read, we warmly invite readers to
consider subscribing. For just R300 a year (or R50 per issue), you
can support our work and ensure everyone can enjoy the paper.
Simply use this SnapScan to subscribe — every contribution helps
keep our valley’s stories alive.

Here's to a year of connection, kindness, and community spirit.
May 2026 be full of joy, growth, and moments to treasure.

With best wishes,
PAULA ANSLEY The Editor

a poem by ghani

(follow me on Instagram: @poetryxstrangers)

For the rest of my days:
We took a walk | little me
and | Old You -
the sea glitters and
the twinkle blue has
remained in mine and your eyes all these years,

the wind whirls in my mind,

but Oh, the heat hits,

Older Me | and | memory you —
We still walk across the sands,
across the patch grass,
past beach-goer cars
and the sea still steadfast -
Strangely, | do not meet you in dreams,
but in thought of better days —

For the rest of my days.
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REFRESH Word Search
LLOBDDS BALANCE RELAX
HWORTHT BREATHE RESET
YRS X | XR CHANGE SERENE
FITNESS SLEEP
BREATHE GROWTH SMILE
S XRSPYN HEALTHY SOULFUL
AV ELEFPAG LAUGHTER STRENGTH
F A N H A T T NATURE STRONG
PEACE TRAVEL
PREQCFH POISE WORTH
LANCETETEB REFRESH

CONTACT US

>

Paula@greytonpost.co.za

&

www.greytonpost.co.za

KA

@thegreytonpost

Please note:

The opinions and views
expressed in this
publication are those of the
authors and do not reflect
the opinions or views of
The Greyton Post.

Front page photo:
Paula Ansley
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WHAT TO DO IF:

Bitten by a Snake?

If someone is bitten by a snake, the most important rule is don’t panic,
don’t panic — and get medical help fast. The African Snakebite Institute

(AS1), the leading authority on snakebite in southern Africa, is very clear: WHAT NOT TO DO

calm, quick, correct action saves lives. ReaD MORE ON PAGES 14 - 15 (ASlis very firm on these)

¢ Do not cut the wound or try

WHAT TO DO - STEP BY STEP gently immobilise the bitten limb and to suck out venom — it doesn’t

keep it just slightly elevated.

1. Get them to medical care work and causes more harm.

urgently
Treat every snakebite as serious until a

3. Remove tight items early

If the bite is on an arm or leg, remove
rings, bangles, watches, tight socks or
shoes before swelling starts. This can
prevent serious problems later.

® Do not use a tourniquet -
it can cause serious tissue damage
doctor says otherwise. Call for transport and doesn't stop venom spread.
and head straight to the nearest medical
facility with a trauma or emergency unit.

In Greyton, you can go to Oude Pastorie 4. Clean - but don’t tamper

¢ Do not apply ice, heat, petrol,
herbal remedies, or ‘snake stones.’

¢ Do not give alcohol.

Clinic on Main Road so that the team If practical, rinse the bite lightly with

can stabilise the patient and arrange clean, cool water and cover with a sterile * Do not inject antivenom
referral to an appropriate hospital if dressing or clean cloth. Do not scrub, cut, yourself — antivenom is for
needed. or squeeze the area. doctors in a hospital setting only.
2. Keep the person calm and still 5. Identify the snake safely In short: keep still, keep calm,
Panic and movement spread venom more (only if you can) Do not try to catch or kill don’t meddle with the bite, and get
quickly through the lymphatic system. the snake - this is when many people get to professional care quickly -
Help the victim to lie down or sit comfort-  bitten again. If it's safe, take a photo from locally, via Oude Pastorie clinic for
ably. Reassure them, keep them warm, a distance to help with identification, then urgent assessment and referral.
and discourage walking. If possible, leave the snake alone.

PASTORIE CLINIC SERVICES

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

Doctor consultations Laboratory services

Repeat prescriptions X-Ray referrals

Emergency/ After hour call out Nursing Consultations

Trauma Room Family Planning

ECG Mother and Baby wellness

Stress ECG clinic - Immunisations
S\gﬁglsgt?;:ﬁ;y- 09:00.16:00 24 Hour blood pressure monitoring Pap smear '
Saturday: 09:00-13:00 Lung function tests Home Care Nursing Services

Ultra Sound First Aid Courses

ECHO Cardiogram Home Care Nursing Courses

For enquiries and appointments: . i
Tel: ozg 125 0253 PP Minor procedures - sutures, moles, Physiotherapy

lumps and bumps (Cryo.)

Motivation letters PDP, HOH
medical forms

Emergency after hour line:
Cell: 072 257 8140

Address:
28 Main Road Incorporated with all major medical Aids - Discovery Vitality checks
Greyton Discovery chronic care program - Life Insurance Policies

7233 Private patients rates include diagnostics and medication (limited)

@ Right Of Admission Reserved
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Greyton
Book

Review

BRIDGET IMPEY

UNDER THE EYE OF
THE BIG BIRD

by Hiromi Kawakami
(Longlisted for the
International Booker 2025)

ourteen interconnected
Fstories are set far into

the future, when humans
are verging on extinction.

Each new chapter spans vast
geographical epochs.

Humans have evolved; biological engineering and cloning
have produced small, varied settlements of people. Some
are made from animal cells, some are cloned, and others
possess abilities previously unknown to our species - such as
photosynthesis, extra eyes, or gills.

These communities are mostly cared for and overseen by Al
Mothers, and occasionally by a Great Mother. Watchers are
genetically engineered clones who monitor reproduction

and guide the evolution of communities under the Mothers'

BLUEBELLE
COTTAGE

Relax with the whole family at this
peaceful place to stay and enjoy the
endless view over the garden and
paddock to the mountains.

Bookings can be made through the Greyton
Tourism office, Airbnb or Booking.com.

This is a speculative work but
also a profound study of what it means

to be human.

instruction, in an attempt to save the human
race. A Watcher may even encounter different
clones of themselves in their lifetime.

Each story portrays a distinct community

while contributing to an overarching narrative.
There's a peaceful, almost dreamlike quality
to Kawakami's world, which is difficult to fully
imagine, yet beneath the fantasy lies the famil-
iar fallibility of being human - the repetition of
our own traits.

"Did the humans keep loving and hating one

another, even up to the end?" "That's right.
They were constant; almost admirably so, all the way until the
end." "Even as they went extinct, they were still loving and
hating?" "Yes, just like they used to before they ever started
their decline - each one loving and hating right up to their last
breath."

Under the Eye of the Big Bird -

a quiet meditation on the inevitability of extinction
and the beauty of endurance.
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HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

¢ Project Management - Alterations & Minor Building Work
¢ All Home Maintenance e Painting

* Dams & Pools e Fencing

Richard 082 422 4568 | hessrichard66@gmail.com

U :I' |
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' OVERSTORY

resT and resfore

Country Stays | Intimate Celebrations | Retreat Space

Info & Bookings: Jo 083 327 6502 | josedgwick@twk.co.za
@overstorygreyton
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GREEFF CIIRISIIES

Where 1t counts

Property Sales | Rentals | Valuations

WELL DONE GREYTON RESIDENTS

... for sustaining our charming and delightful village, and making it a wonderful destination

Jor both weekend visitors and long-term buyers.

nother prosperous year for Greyton.
AWe at GpREIFE)FF GrZyton, wish );tll

our residents permanent and part- WHY WOU LD YOU ENTRUST US TO
time, all the best for the New Year and MARKET YOU R PROPERTY?

hope that you had a peaceful and relaxing

holiday season. * FULL PRESENTATION

2025 was a busy year for our Greyton

property sales and due to our hard work ¢ ACCURATE VALUATION Highly qualified. 30 years of living and
and commitment to our Sellers & Buyers, working in the village has afforded us a wealth of experience.
we are happy to confirm we concluded 33 « IMPECCABLE REPUTATION Combining honesty and integrity

sales up to end Nov 2025, and at the time
of going to print Dec month started with a
sale for the full asking price, sold within 48 ¢ HIGHLY SKILLED IN NEGOTIATING and matching the buyer to the property.
hours of commencement of the mandate

At GREEFF Greyton we have a constant
stream of enquiries from potential buy-
ers and at this point we have very little * STAYING IN TOUCH We provide consistent feedback.
available to offer them. With so little on
the market and more buyers than Sellers,
Greyton has become a Seller's market! ¢ WIDESPREAD MARKETING Both foreign and domestic.
With that said, we are urgently requiring
new Listings. If you have thoughts of selling,
we ask that you please entrust us with a
Mandate to market and sell your property.

with professional and ethical service.

¢ ADVICE & SUPPORT We strive to provide a high level of handholding
from start to finish, every step of the sales process.

* REFERRALS & NETWORKING We have a pool of existing clients.

¢ HIGHLY VISIBLE OFFICE We are open seven days a week and have
24/7 availability.

-

T

OUR SALES FROM AUGUST - NOVEMBER 2025

OUR GRATEFUL THANKS TO ALL OUR SELLERS
for your loyalty - and for and making our success possible.

Bev: 082 390 6072 beverley@greeff.co.za | Monique: 082 424 5035 monique@greeff.co.za
www.greeff.co.za
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ENCORE! BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!

Grevt .
Genadendal Classies for All

fter 21 wildly successful years,
Coenie Visser and the volunteers
that had staged this festival that

has become a cornerstone of South
Africa's classic music scene, felt it was
time to move on.

When it appeared that no experienced,
credible producer/s were prepared

to take over the monumental task of
auditioning, compiling, and staging such
a complex festival with 10 events over
three days — with the unending tasks

of curating applications, contracting,
transporting, housing, and feeding the
artists, not to mention organising sound
equipment, stages, programmes, as well
as selling enough tickets to cover the
costs — the founding organisers reluc-
tantly said: "It's been a blast! Thanks
Greyton and Genadendal classic music
lovers and sponsors for your support
over these many happy years, but it's
time to exit stage left!"

The outcry and immediate sense of loss
in the community was such that people

petitioned Coenie and Leoné Rouillard:
"Come on! Just one more!" So, their
response was: Well, what are you guys
prepared to do to make it happen?

Winning team put together
Leoné has structured 15 defined portfoli-
os, with a specific mission and charge of
responsibility, and the long list of actions
and tasks that need to be done to make
the Festival a success. After headhunting
a team with total commitment to take
on each portfolio, Leoné announced:
"For the sustainability of
the Classics for All Festival,

[ am /7(1])[)')’" Lo I'P])()I"f f/l,(lf our

team for 2026 is complete.

Thanks to all of you who have
taken up a portfolio,
ensuring that our wonderful

Jestival will continue.

See you 8-1r0 May 2026!"

CIASSICS
FOR ALL

AQUACORE BOREHOLES

Drilling and developing boreholes in Greyton since 2019.

aquac@re

Borehole drilling & installations
Contact Tammy Rutherford on +27 (0)83 226 9880 or
tammy@aquacore.co.za for an obligation-free cost estimate.

WWWw.aquacore.co.za
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THE GREYTON CLIFFHANGER

Part 3 ...

teady, downstream goes her heart,
S the past only mattered when she

was reminded of the bits that hurt
most intensely — in the meantime she
found it easy to forget, too easy — as long
as she was sat in the cool summer air by
a stream that travelled over the pebbles
that carried her thoughts far away.

This was a visit she couldn’t have avoided
either way, even if he had made sure bits
of her heart were long-withered - bits
and pieces that never really fit quite back
together, but had grown back all over the
place like a half-left art project, making
sure she felt more deeply than most. The
coolness, by her feet, was almost too
soothing for her. Summer's light dancing
around her held all too much truth - a
spell in the air - one that made her for-
give all too easily. A pure default, if there
ever was one.

Afterall, she came this way to make peace
with the weeds in her past. She pretend-
ed her old memories could float off to
just about anywhere — into the phantom

SHANI DE VILLIERS

clouds or into the surreal icy stream she
soaked her bottom half in... a large hand
slightly curled over shoulder and she
rather daydreamingly looked over at the
warm face with dark eyes that urged her
to follow him back to the house...

“Another cup of tea?” His voice pleas-
antly calm after the day in the sweeping
sun. "Yes, with a teaspoon of the honey
we bought,” she replied in a tone of utter
acceptance — she was here to enjoy each
daybreak as much as each noon - for
when the sun went to sleep, her head
was filled with recurring dreams. Dreams
that held the depths of her day, secret
feelings that loomed about. Those pangs
of the old ways that she let go of in the
mornings. The house, the walls, the space
all bothered her in the evenings as if each
coat of paint or corner with dust some-
how hid her memories and only at dusk
could these echoes of her past escape.

Steady she breathes and slowly she
awakes, the bright light already licking
the windows. Realising evermore how

AGRISELL

the source of prime property

Your First Choice.

Your Agrisell
Team.

Marisa Bosman

0824402447 | marisa@agrisell.co.za

HONEST ADVICE | EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE | OUTSTANDING RESULTS

Mariza Engelbrecht
063 8157498 | mariza@agrisell.co.za

sensitively her heart spoke and how her
free-will always led her to the hills and
to the trees - where she could lie un-
derneath waves of shade and shadows
- that understood her in their silent un-
wavering and undemanding presence.

A heartfelt thank you to Shani as this
concludes the final Cliffhanger.

Lilanie Williams

0631938924 | lilanie@agrisell.co.za
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AN OVERBERG ORIGINAL

Cyril’s Dairy Farm lLegacy

hen you meet Cyril Walker,
you quickly sense the quiet
determination that built one of

the Overberg’s most respected farming
legacies. Now 86 and retired in Greyton,
Cyril looks back on a lifetime of hard
work, humble beginnings, and a deep
love for the land - values that continue to
shape his family’s thriving farms today.

Cyril's roots in the Cape stretch back to the
1860s, when his grandfather arrived from
England as a young barrister and settled

in Montagu. His father grew up in Darling,
and Cyril spent his own early years in Som-
erset West. “We were farmers, but when |
was twelve my parents lost the farm,” he
recalls. “l only went up to Grade 10 - after
that, it was time to work.”

His first job was at the Post Office switch-
board in Somerset West. While waiting to
turn sixteen so he could officially apply,
Cyril worked on nearby farms, packing
grapes at Vergelegen and Beswini. “I
always loved the rhythm of farm life,” he
says. "Even then, | knew I'd find my way
back to it.”

When the telephone exchanges became
automated, Cyril was transferred to
Caledon in 1957 - and it was there his
true farming story began. To support his
young family, he started growing veg-
etables and onions in his spare time. A
local farmer, Steven le Roux, offered him

land and water to expand, and with help
from friends and the local co-op, Cyril's
business began to flourish.

His big break came when he purchased

Ou Plaas with a loan from the Land Bank
- despite having no capital of his own. “It
was a run-down place, spooky even,” he
chuckles. “No running water, no proper
house - just one big building with the
garage, a bedroom and the dairy under
the same roof. My wife never complained
once.” To keep the farm afloat, Cyril
started a small dairy. Friends donated ten
cows, and local farmer Daan de Toit lent
him five more for calving. From those
humble beginnings grew a herd of 3,000
cattle, alongside successful crops of
onions, apples and pears. “You just listen
to advice,” Cyril says, “
discretion.”

Through floods, droughts and lean years,
Cyril's perseverance paid off. “The 1981
flood washed away half our land, but it
gave us our best onion crop ever,” he
smiles. In 2000, his family expanded, pur-
chasing Nuwe Plaas and growing to over
1,600 hectares. Today, ten pairs of fathers
and sons work on the farms - a testament
to his lifelong commitment to fairness,
trust and loyalty.

then use your own

Cyril's son, John, now manages the

farm and has worked there since 1990,
alongside his son-in-law, Guy Emslie,
who recently retired to Greyton. "l always
believed in paying good wages and
treating everyone with respect,” he says.
“We never once needed the police at Ou
Plaas - that's how much trust there was.”

Now enjoying a (/m'()f(),r life in Greyton, Cyril reflects with quiet pride.

“The greatest reward,” he says, “was providing for my family and building something lasting.”

“Farming’s never easy — but if you're dedicated and prepared to work hard,

it gives back more than you can ever imagine.”

YOGA

CALEDON

e'.’aufﬂ

{;VET@

Colodon Branch;
Mon-Fri: Bam-5:30pm Sat: Bam-12pm
7 Muwe Street, Caledon

028 214 1211

THE GREYTON POST

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2026



THEMVIANNNYELLOW ON/THE'FRONTLINE

Bnsunsiicrorolsthe Valley:
ANDRIEWSANIDIMOSI

f you've ever watched a fire rage across
| the mountains surrounding our valley,
chances are you've spotted him first - a
flash of yellow on the front of the Unimog
fire truck, hose in hand, braced against
the heat. That man is Andrew Andimosi,
the valley’s “Unsung Hero” for the start

of 2026.

Andrew’s journey into firefighting began
long before there were radios, PPE, or a
Unimog for the team. From 2015 to 2022,
he worked at the Oaks farm before meet-
ing Gavin Jones, for whom he now works.
His first call out was in 2022 when Maan-
skyn had a fire at the back of the restau-
rant - the fire that changed everything.
“There was no fire truck, no PPE... just a
hosepipe,” he recalls. “We had to jump
in.” The fire was safely extinguished but
the need for coordination, equipment,
and a committed team became clear.

It marked not only his first fire but the be-
ginning of the Greyton Volunteer Firefight-
ers and the journey towards what we have
now to keep us from fire with the recondi-
tioned Unimog, equipment and a com-
mitted team. There are two main frontline
teams consisting of Andrew and Gavin
(Team A), Les and Simon (Team B), backed
up by the invaluable auxiliary team.

Today, Andrew and Gavin make an excep-
tional partnership. While Gavin navigates

Brave, humble, and fiercely
dedicated Andrew continues
lo protect the mountains and the
communily he loves.

And this year, we proudly
celebrate him for what he truly is:

an unsung hero of our valley!

the firetruck, Andrew sits on the front
platform - the most exposed position
imaginable. “The heat is what | feel first,”
he says. “If | see flames, | can hit them
immediately with the hose and keep us
safe. But if it gets too hot, Gavin knows
he must stop, make a plan or reverse.”
Their communication is constant, steady,
and intuitive. “We're a team. He's my
eyes, and I'm his. We trust each other.”

That trust is essential especially when
flames can change direction quickly, rise
15 metres high and move extremely fast.
Andrew’s physical strength is matched
only by his resilience. He trains at the
gym five days a week, plays soccer for the
Greyton Roses, and runs the mountain
trails - fitness that becomes a lifeline when
climbing ridges with heavy hoses in brutal
heat. “Running up hills with a hosepipe...
it's not easy,” he says with a smile.

Yet for all the danger, Andrew's mind

remains focused before every call-out. His
ritual is simple: his wife, Lucy, hands him
a bottle of water, tells him to keep safe
for his family and he climbs into the truck.
“Once I'm inside, I'm ready for the fire.
Safety first. Always.”

Among the many fires he has fought,

a few remain etched into his memory.
The Boschmanskloof and Park Street
fires stand out - 11 hours of firefighting.
There was a moment when the truck was
surrounded, and he and Gavin had to
leap into the cab to escape the flames
and drive at speed out. “It was scary,” he
admits. “One small mistake... you don't
know what will happen.”

Andrew’s involvement with the firefighting
team has made a significant impact on his
life in Greyton. “The feeling of com-
munity means a lot... We're one family.
People help - from beating back flames
to delivery of refreshments which are
much welcomed. The newly established
auxiliary team has made a big difference.
We're never alone out there.”

As 2026 begins, Andrew's message to the
valley is simple and heartfelt: “Help keep
our community safe from fire. Help each
other if you see a fire and report it swiftly.
Stay aware, follow the Whatsapp group
‘Valley of 6 Fire Watch’, and call on us
when you need help.”

This Unsung
Hero Article
is graciously
sponsored by

%

i
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VICTORIANBATHROOMS.CO.ZA

VICTORIAN BATHROOMS
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FROM FLOODWATERS TO ‘SMART’ DRIPS

How Irrigation Evolved

(and why efficiency now matters more than ever)

For most of human history; irrigation was a blunt instrument:
divert a river, open a gate, and let gravity spread water across the land.

1t worked, but it was inherently wasteful.

LES ANSLEY

looding a field (or a garden bed) Matched precipitation rate (MPR) nozzles fewer “extra minutes” added to compen-
Fdoesn't just wet roots — it wets every- and properly selected rotor nozzles mean sate for poor distribution. In dry climates,

thing: pathways, weeds, and air. In the lawn isn‘t drenched in one corner uniformity is water-saving: when coverage
drought-prone regions, that inefficiency while another stays dry. The practical is even, you don't need to overwater to
becomes more than a nuisance; it be- result is less run-off, fewer puddles, and rescue the weak spots.

comes a threat to livelihoods, landscapes,
and water security.

The big turning point arrived Eve ry Lit re Co u nts

when irrigation moved from open The Evolution of Efficient Irrigation
systems to pressurised ones.
Pipes, pumps, and sprinklers made
it possible to deliver water to
a specific place, at a specific rate,

at a specific time.

The classic impact sprinkler — the one that
“ticks” as it throws water — was a landmark
because it offered an affordable, robust
way to cover an area more evenly than
hoses or channels. From there, pop-up
sprays and geardriven rotors refined the
idea: more uniform arcs, better seals, and
easier adjustment.

The aim shifted from simply “getting wa- Then came drip irrigation — arguably the most important

ter onto the ground” to applying the right efficiency leap for gardens, orchards, and beds.

amount across the whole area.

That's where modern efficiency think- Drip works by applying water slowly and directly to the root zone, cutting wind drift,
ing really takes hold. A well-designed evaporation, and overspray to almost nothing. On sloped gardens or sandy soils, it can
residential system is now built around be the difference between water soaking in versus water disappearing down a path or
precipitation rate: how quickly each zone into the street. Modern dripperline is also designed to be consistent over a range of
applies water. pressures, which helps keep plant growth even and reduces the temptation to “turn it

up” and waste water.

Add today’s controllers (often linked to weather data or soil
moisture) and irrigation has become less about routine and
more about response. In drought-prone regions, that's the

real evolution: irrigation is no longer just a tool for growth, but
a discipline of efficiency - putting every litre where it does the
most good, and nowhere else.

FOR SMART IRRIGATION LES: 066 216 9667

Monique 082 424 5035 | Monique.hess@outlook.com S MAR I

GARDEN IRRIGATION
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ith a few thoughtful steps, you
can craft an arrangement that
feels both effortless and deeply

connected to our valley’s natural charm.

Start with What's Thriving

Walk through your garden early in the
morning, secateurs in hand, and take
note of what's at its peak. January favour-
ites often include roses, agapanthus,
gaura, salvia, cosmos, herbs like lavender
and rosemary, and structural greens such
as wild grasses or pelargonium leaves.
You're not looking for perfection - slight
bends, wild stems, and sun-kissed petals
add character. Choose a mix of showy
blooms, airy fillers, and strong greenery
to anchor the display.

Cut with Care

Use clean, sharp secateurs and place
stems straight into a bucket of water.

Cut at an angle to maximise water uptake.

reating a Simple

'il-FI‘GSh Flower Display

’
y

)
-

Januarydw our valley britgs.a flush of vibrant colour, sofi textures, and wild abundance.

’ Fror”()ﬁ BC oardens z.‘(’ e,

es and veggie patehes, the mid-summer bloom offers more than

,'#E'&/(’ your own relaxed, homegrowmflower displays.

Flowers like hydrangea, salvia, and
rosemary benefit from a quick dip of the
stem in boiling water to prevent wilting,
while roses appreciate having their thorns
removed and lower leaves stripped.

Choose the Right Vessel

For a casual Greyton look, skip the overly
styled vases. Use what you have at home:
enamel jugs, jam jars, ceramic bowls, or a
wide-mouthed glass vase. January flow-
ers can be generous and sprawling, so a
vessel with a bit of weight will help keep
everything steady.

Build the Base

Begin with greenery. Pelargonium leaves,
herbs, and soft grasses make a lush,
fragrant foundation. Let some pieces spill
naturally over the sides to create shape
and movement. If you need support,
loosely crisscross stems to form a natural
grid inside the vase.

TREE CARE

Add Blooms in Layers

Place your focal flowers next - roses,
agapanthus heads, large dahlias if you
have them - spacing them out so each
has room to shine. Then add your lighter,
breezier elements like cosmos, gaura, or
salvia to bring height and softness. Step
back every now and then to check the
balance. The charm lies in creating an
arrangement that feels like it could have
grown that way.

Finishing Touches

Top up the water, keep the display out
of direct sun, and refresh any wilting
stems. With Greyton's generous summer
gardens, you can update your display
throughout the week, swapping in new
blooms as others fade. A garden-sourced
arrangement isn't just decorative - it's

a celebration of place, season, and the
quiet beauty right outside our doors.

PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVICES

STODART TREES C€

082 924 8989

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2026
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PONY RIDES AT THE SATURDAY MARKET:

A Kind and Responsible Reminder

The pony rides at our Saturday market are a much-loved feature, especially

Jor children, and we would like to ensure they remain safe, humane, and enjoyable

Jor everyone involved — most importantly; the ponies themselves.

e kindly ask that anyone

wishing to ride a pony

does so only with a handler
wearing an official tabard. This
tabard indicates that the pony has
passed a basic inspection and has
been approved for riding on the day.
Approved ponies are checked to
ensure they are sound and uninjured,
free from saddle sores, in sufficient
weight and condition, and safe to ride.
They are also not stallions, as stallions
can behave unpredictably, particularly
if they pass a mare in season - a
situation that can lead to serious
accidents.

Some mares may have foals or be
unsuitable for riding for other reasons.
These horses are not approved and
should not be ridden under any
circumstances. Accidents can and do
happen when riders mount unsafe or
unsuitable horses, and while riding is
always at the rider’s own risk, many of
these risks can be avoided through
simple care and compliance.

MIGNON WAINWRIGHT

EARS Outreach

We also ask that all interactions remain
courteous. Please be respectful to both
the handlers, who work hard to care

for their animals, and to the horses
themselves - intelligent, sentient beings
who depend entirely on human choices
for their welfare.

If you feel you may be too large to
ride, we encourage you to step aside
gracefully. Sometimes the kindest

Adequate water and shade must always be available

to the horses during the market.

If you notice a horse without access to either, or observe

any form of mistreatment, please speak directly to the

market organisers. Concerns will be addressed with the handlers

na 7’(3.8])(’,(7(](;1/ (m(/ constructive manner:

Please also be mindful of size and
weight. A general guideline is that 60
kg is the upper limit for riding these
ponies. While they may appear sturdy,
these horses often walk long distances
to the market and then home again.
Carrying excessive weight places strain
on their backs, joints, and overall
wellbeing. Kindness means recognising
when it is not appropriate to ride.

option is simply to enjoy watching
these beautiful animals graze from a
distance.

By choosing approved ponies only,
showing consideration for size and
condition, and speaking up when
something doesn't feel right, we
can ensure that pony rides remain a
safe and compassionate part of our
Saturday market.

Please be kind. Please ride responsibly:

THE GREYTON POST
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ur roaming ponies are part of the

charm of the village and a much-

loved sight for visitors. They
may look friendly, calm, and eager for a
treat, but hand feeding or offering food
to roaming horses is strongly discouraged
- not because they are unfriendly, but
because it can put both people and
horses at risk.

While food is sometimes used as a
training tool by experienced handlers,
this is done in controlled environments
with clear boundaries. On the street,
however, feeding quickly becomes
unsafe. Horses are large, powerful
animals, and when they learn to associate
people, pockets, or cars with food,

they can become pushy, demanding, or
unpredictable. A moment of excitement
over a treat can easily result in an
accidental nip, knock, or kick - especially
dangerous for children.

There is also a serious safety risk to the
horses themselves. Roaming ponies that
expect food may approach vehicles, block
roads, or crowd pedestrians, increasing
the chance of traffic accidents or injury.
Feeding disrupts their natural grazing
patterns and can lead to aggression
between herd members, particularly when
food is scarce or unevenly distributed.

Diet is another concern. Many foods
offered by well-meaning visitors - bread,
fruit, sweets, or high-sugar treats - are

unsuitable for horses. These can cause
colic, laminitis, digestive upset, and
long-term metabolic problems. Some
ponies may already be managing health
conditions that are not visible to the eye.

The kindest thing you can do is admire
them from a distance, allow them to
graze peacefully, and never offer food

by hand or leave food on the ground.
Your restraint helps keep our ponies
calm, safe, and healthy - and ensures that
everyone can continue to enjoy seeing
them roam freely for years to come.

If you see a pony that appears unwell,
injured, or distressed, please notify EARS:

Penny: 082 660 6714 or
Michelle: 082 509 6870

Please look, enjoy; and photograph — but don't feed.

BE GOOD). BE NICE: EAT

Fine Handeratted Ch

00 13 D5 Bacha S
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Living with Snakes in an Antivenom Crisis

iving in the countryside, we share
Lour valley with a surprising number

of snakes. They are often in our
gardens, along irrigation canals, or
crossing the path ahead of us on an early
morning walk. Most of the time we give
each other space and everyone goes on
their way. But when a bite happens - to
a dog, a horse, a farm worker or a hiker —
we rely on one remarkable medical tool:
snakebite antivenom. And right now,
South Africa is facing a serious antivenom
shortage.

Our history with antivenom goes back
more than a century. The first batches were
produced in 1901 in Pietermaritzburg,

and for decades afterwards stocks were
topped up by importing antivenom from
the Pasteur Institute in France. In those
early years you could even buy a 10 ml
vial of cobra or mamba antivenom directly
from Mr FW. Fitzsimons, then Director of
the Port Elizabeth Museum - life-saving
medicine ordered almost like a postal
catalogue item.

Everything changed in 1928, when

the South African Institute of Medical
Research (SAIMR) in Johannesburg
began producing antivenom on a

larger scale. At first it neutralised only a
couple of species, but more local snakes
were added as scientists refined the

HIGHLY
VENOMOUS

"HIGHLY

product. By the early 1970s SAIMR was
manufacturing a polyvalent antivenom —
“polyvalent” simply meaning that it can
counter the venom of several different
snakes with one product.

The recipe reads like a roll-call of
troublemakers: Cape Cobra, Green

and Black Mambas, Jameson's Mamba,
several cobra species, Rinkhals, Puff
Adder and Gaboon Adder. A separate
monovalent antivenom, aimed only at
Boomslang bites, was introduced in 1940
and is still relied on today.

So how is antivenom actually made? The
key workers are not only scientists in
white coats but horses. Small amounts

VENOMOUS

CAPE COBRA

Naja nivea

BOOMSLANG

Dispholidus typus

PUFF ADDER

Bitus arietans

VENOMOUS

BERG ADDER

Bitis atropos

HERALD SNAKE
Crotaphopeliis hota

GRABOUW - UYEBOOM - VILLIERSDORP - BRANDULEI - GREYTON - CALEDON

021 204 1007

TEGHNICAL TEAM

= ALARM INSTALLATIONS

= CCTV CAMERA SYSTEMS

= GATE AUTOMATION
SERVICES

Email us: info@agriprotection.co.za
www.agriprotection.co.za
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If someone is bitten, treat it as a medical emergency

and get them to De Oude Pastorie Clinic

as quickly and calmly as possible (see page 3).

of snake venom are injected into the
horses over many months. The doses are
slowly increased as the horses’ immune
systems learn to recognise and neutralise
the toxins. After roughly nine months

the horses are 'hyperimmune' — packed
with antibodies. Blood is then drawn,

the plasma is separated from the blood
cells, and the antibodies are purified and
bottled as antivenom.

Today the work once done by SAIMR
falls under the National Health

Laboratory Service, through its South
African Vaccine Producers (SAVP)

unit. For years SAVP supplied snake,
scorpion and spider antivenom not only
to South African hospitals but to other
African countries as well. That makes
the current crisis all the more worrying.
A combination of ageing facilities,
essential upgrades and power problems
has meant that no fresh batches of
snake antivenom have been produced
for many months. Stocks have dwindled

and, by this winter, many hospitals were
very low or completely out.

What does that mean for us? Quite
simply, prevention matters more than
ever. Most snakes want nothing to do
with us; many bites happen when snakes
are provoked, cornered or accidentally
stepped on. Sensible shoes in long grass,
a torch at night, teaching children to
leave snakes alone and keeping dogs on
leads near rivers and just being aware - all
reduce the risk.

And if you see a snake in your garden or near your home, don’t try to catch or kil it.

Keep your distance, keep pets and children away; keep your eyes on the snake, try to remember its colouring

and size — and be sure to call one of our trained snake catchers in the village. (See page 2).

MILDLY
VENOMOUS

SPOTTED HARLEQUIN SNAKE
Homoroselaps lacteus

SPOTTED SKAAPSTEKER
Psammophylax rhombeatus

‘MILDLY
VENOMOUS

Psammophis crucifer

MILDLY
VENOMOUS

CROSS-MARKED GRASS SNAKE

MILDLY
VENOMOUS

KAROO SAND SNAKE
Psammophis notostictus

Owriers you cain

counton/
—
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A GREYTONITE'S JOURNEY

From Texas to Robben Island

. and back again . . for many of us in Greyton, adventure comes in the form of mountain trails, weekend cycles,

or a cold plunge in the Gobos. But for Sunnye Collins, who arrived in our village by way of’

Texas, adventure has always been tied to the sea — a place she’s both feared and adored since childhood.

rowing up along Houston’s Gulf

Coast, she spent weekends on

Galveston Island where the-
water was “warm and brown - sounds
delightful, | know,” she jokes. One day,
surrounded by shimmering cannonball
jellies, she picked one up and felt a spark
of wonder. “That was the moment | real-
ised the sea is always full of surprises.”
It's a sentiment that would follow her
across continents.

Decades later, after moving to Greyton
with her partner Tom, the pull of the
ocean only intensified. In 2023, they
bought a small place in Kalk Bay, and
Sunnye began swimming regularly in
the tidal pools and chilly Atlantic waters.
Somewhere between the tidal surges and
the wild Cape winds, she set her sights
on one of South Africa’s most iconic
open-water feats: the 7.5 kilometre
Robben Island to Blouberg crossing.

Her motivation was part challenge,
part curiosity. “Fewer than ten
Americans - and no Texans - had ever
completed it. | thought, ‘Hey! | could
be the first!"” she says with a grin.

Training became both a discipline
and a sanctuary. From the Gobos
River to Simon’s Town, from Swiss
lakes to desert dams in the Kalahari,
she built strength and resilience. Her
swimming group, Divas Who Swim,
provided laughter, encouragement,

and the kind of camaraderie that carries
you through cold water and long days.
“Swimming in the sea isn’t something
you do alone,” she says. “These women
are my emotional fuel.”

When the crossing finally arrived, Sunnye
surprised even herself with how calm

she felt. Four months of training and 120
kilometres of logged swims had prepared
her well. “The hard work was done. All |
felt was joy.” After swimming 100 metres
to the island’s shoreline to officially begin,
she started stroking toward Blouberg -
noting immediately, “It's cold and I've
only gone 200 metres.”

The middle of the swim tested her. Her
hands went numb. Her feet turned to ice.
She broke the journey into tiny goals:
“Just log the next 100 metres.” Then

came the sea’s two extraordinary gifts.

First, a compass jellyfish swept across her
lips, leaving them swollen. And then - in
one of those moments that feels almost
mythic - a humpback whale passed
beneath her. Her skipper caught it on the
drone. “l got vertical, looked over my
shoulder, and there she was. | shouted,
‘What is happening?!’ They yelled back,
You're swimming with a whale!"”

Hours later, as she approached Blou-
berg, two of her Diva friends swam out

to escort her in. Numb, slurring, starving

- and utterly elated - she stepped onto
the sand in disbelief. “I was joyful. And so

hungry.”
Has the crossing changed her?

Absolutely. “I'm a woman, a Texan, a
Greytonian. I'm brave and flawed and
communal. But now | guess I'm also a
long-distance swimmer.” The expe-
riencet aught her presence, humility,
and a surprising comfort in feeling
small in a vast, wild world.

Her advice to anyone facing their own
metaphorical ocean: “See your goal,

then focus only on the next step. Trust
yourself. Be scared and do it anyway.”

As for what's next? She laughs. “First,
rest - a lesson learned the hard way.
After that...maybe another body of
water. | feel like my swimming journey
has just begun.”
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CONQUERING KILI

Julie Graham’s Climb for Conservation

When Greyton local and Pure Café’s own Julie Graham isn't whipping up smoothies

and plant-based delights, she’s usually plotting her next big adventure.

This time, that plan took her far from the Overberg valley — all the way to the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro.

t started, like all the best ideas do, over

a glass of wine,” she laughs. “A few of

us were talking about bucket lists and
someone said, ‘We should climb Kiliman-
jaro one day.’ The next thing we knew,
we'd booked our flights.”

Julie, along with her colleague and friend
Sarah from Ker & Downey® Africa, joined
the Climb for Conservation, a mission

to raise funds for lion protection and
community coexistence through the
OKOA Fund and the African Bush Camps
Foundation. Their goal? To raise $7,000
to build seven lion bomas in Zimbabwe -
fortified livestock enclosures that prevent
conflict between farmers and lions.

“This wasn't just about a mountain,” says
Julie. "It was about purpose. Every step
had meaning.”

The team of six - Julie, Sarah, Simone,
Shannon, Charles, and Iggy - met in Tan-
zania ready to take on Africa’s tallest peak
via the challenging Machame Route.

“You think you're prepared, but nothing
really prepares you for Kili,” Julie smiles.
“There’s gear, checklists, endless repack-
ing - but mentally, that's the real climb.
You've got to picture yourself on that
mountain before you even get there.”

Back home in Greyton,
Julie reflects on what the

climb taught her:

From the first day trekking through
Kilimanjaro's lush rainforest to battling
altitude on the steep slopes of Lava Tow-
er, the climb was equal parts punishing
and exhilarating. “There were moments |
thought, ‘Why on earth am | doing this?’
- and then you'd look up and see this in-
credible view, or hear the guides singing,
and suddenly it all made sense again.”

Julie speaks with awe about the Tanza-
nian porters and guides who supported
their journey. “They're the true heroes of
Kilimanjaro. They carry everything - tents,
food, gear - and still find the breath to
sing and laugh. Their spirit keeps you
moving when your legs don’t want to.”
Summit night was a blur of darkness,
cold, and determination. “We left camp
at 11 p.m. in - 14°C, head torches bob-
bing in a line of light. For seven hours we
climbed in silence. When the sun rose at
Stella Point. It was brutal - but the most
beautiful thing I've ever seen.”

Reaching Uhuru Peak at 5,895 meters - the
Roof of Africa - was pure magic. “The air
was thin, the view endless, and we just
stood there laughing and feeling emotion-
al. We'd done it. And knowing it was for
conservation made it even more powerful.”

“Kilimanjaro strips you down. It tests your patience, your ego, your restlience.

But it also fills you with gratitude.

You learn that the only way up — and through life — is pole pole, slowly; step by step.”

& @UBE’BE

CAFE.DELI.STORE.

Pure is a Greyton favourite, serving up

locally roasted coffee, delicious
breakfasts & lunches, plus shelves

packed with tasty goods. All made with

quality ingredients & love. Come &
enjoy the vibe!

082 393 5408 | 41 Main Road | @purecafedeli
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TWO RESCUE FAMILIES ARE NOW ONE

GAWS & EARS join forces

Greyton Animal Welfare Society (GAWS) and the Fquine and Rescue Sanctuary (EARS) are proud

to announce that we have officially joined forces to form one united organisation

dedicated to the wellbeing of every animal in our community!

y merging our skills, volunteers
B and experience, we have created a

stronger, more efficient and more
responsive organisation. Consolidation
means less duplication, more coordina-

tion and a far greater ability to respond
quickly when animals need help.

Together we can pool resources, stream-
line operations and deliver better care
to more animals than ever before. From
horses to dogs, cats and all the animals

who share our valley, we are here for them.

The new combined organisation will stand
as the first responders and the voice of

ith great excitement, our much
awaited opening occurred
which was celebrated with our

Kennels’ volunteers, staff, sponsors and
patrons.

We were honoured to have our Western
Cape Premier Alan Winde and his wife
Tracy joining in with the festivities by
planting a commemorative wild olive
tree, which would become a lasting lega-
cy for this exciting project.

GAWS kennels opening -

what a triumph

PENNY SPARROWHAWK

the animals of our valley. This new chapter
marks a powerful step forward in protect-
ing, treating and supporting the animals
who depend on us. The Donkey Sanctuary
will continue as a separate entity.

Thank you for standing with us as we
grow, strengthen and continue our mis-
sion. Together, we can do more for the
animals who rely on our care. One com-
munity, one voice, one home for ALL our
animals. Please watch our GAWS social
media platforms for more information.

With heartfelt thanks
The GAWS Team 071 105 0366

Our new, and much awaited cattery will
be renovated early next year and we will
be running a special Open Day for every-
one to come and see the kennels early in
the New Year.

Thank you to everyone who contributed
towards making our Kennels Opening
such a wonderful occasion, and special
thanks again to our Premier and his
spouse, for making it such a special event
for Greyton.

Greyton Animual Welfare Soclety

EAR

DONEEY SANCTUARY

Donate via EFT:

= Greyton Animal Welfare Society
Standard Bank
Current Account
082180652
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Christoff Coetzer 082 361 5490
Marinda van Jaarsveld 072 836 6615

Property Practitioner and Candidate Property Practitioner

Registered with the PPRA
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If you would like to have an event covered or share an announcement with the communaty;
please get in touch with Paula at The Greyton Post. We're always happy to hear about local happenings,
initiatives, and stories worth sharing. Reach out to discuss coverage, timelines,
and how we can help spread the word. The next deadline: Wednesday spm 18th February 2026.

Paula@ greytonpost.co.za

OpeniWednesdayVcncay
Closesdinuesday

2|ty
PAM GOLDING N We have

PROPERTIES mOVCd . o o

. next to

Vigne Pharmacy.

Our new address
and contact
details are:

35 Main Road
Douglas Legg
028 254 9363
0824259043
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CRAFTING SUCCESS

Step Up in Style

any Greyton residents will recognise Anita and Daniel
M Cupido, the friendly faces behind Cupido Leather

Works, whose finely crafted shoes and accessories
have become a favourite at the weekly market.

What few may know is that Anita recently graduated from the
Craft and Design Institute’s yearlong SCALE entrepreneurial
programme, an achievement that marks another ;
milestone in the couple’s inspiring business
journey.

Founded in 2022 in nearby Genadendal, the
family business has deep roots in local crafts-
manship - both Anita and Daniel’s mothers were
seamstresses. “It's part of our heritage, and we're
carrying it forward,” says Anita with pride.

Each shoe is handmade to order, with sketches
and sizes finalised before production. Their
bespoke service even accommodates custom-
ers needing different sizes for each foot - a
thoughtful touch that sets their work apart. Word of mouth has
carried their name far beyond Greyton, with both local and inter-
national customers returning for repeat orders.

Today, Cupido Leather Works employs two permanent and three
part-time staff, producing up to 30 pairs of shoes a month at peak
times. “You feel so proud of what you've done,” Anita reflects.

[ %

GARDEN REFUSE
BUILDING RUBBLE

SKIPHIRE | WEDELIVER - YOUFILL -

The knowledge and mentorship from the CDI
programme helped them expand their range
from adult sandals to include kids’ shoes,
school shoes, and veldskoene, while also training others to start
their own small businesses.

From humble beginnings to handmade excellence, the Cupidos
continue to show how creativity, heritage, and hard work can
turn local talent into lasting success.

FIND OUT MORE: https://cupidoleatherwork.mystrikingly.com

e

), Ve

-~
*FOR ALLYOUR AGRICULTURAL, BUILDING HARI]WAHE
AND GARDENING NEEDS

028 254 9767 - greyton@vilko.co.za - 20 San Lucia Rd

® 0828538774

AFFORDABLE
FAST & RELIABLE

WE COLLECT
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WALKING TOGETHER INTO 2026

.with The Sunset Ladies

The end of the year hike took place at Hermanus along the CIiff path,

transitioning from mountain hikes to a coastal traill.

his 12 km hike was thoroughly
Tenjoyed, followed by a photoshoot

at Fernkloof Nature Reserve to
celebrate the year's adventures filled with

stories, laughter, challenges, and learning
experiences.

Looking ahead to 2026, there are plans
to tackle the Boesmanskloof hiking trail,
Tsitsikamma National Park, and Ceder-
berg in partnership with a Johannesburg
hiking group. The desire for personal
transport in 2026 aims to include the

Lucy

RI:ST/\URANT & BAR

elderly from Greyton and surrounding
communities in outings to botanical
gardens and hot springs.

Additionally, there's a wish to involve the
youth from Ashton, my father's birthplace,
where opportunities are limited.

Previous visits have prompted encour-
agement from family and friends there to
engage local youth. Assistance in setting
up a Back-a-buddy fundraiser is sought.
Gratitude is expressed to the
parents of Sunset Group and
the dedicated members of
Sunset Ladies for their support

and shared vision.

RUWAYDA RINQUEST

SUMMER TASTES
Bl BETTER HERE

Long, hot days call for fresh sushi, cold
cocktails, and homemade food served in
the kind of shady, relaxed outdoor space
where summer finally feels delicious.

M 0826110354 () 30 Main Rd, Greyton
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Things with Wings

The Children’s Art Walk showcases what children can achieve when they are given space to create,

supported by passionate volunteers and teachers who work tirelessly to keep art alive in our schools.

his year's theme, Things with Advisor. Only 5% of schools offer Art as a kroon, and Greyton. They continued the
TWings, was an absolute delight. school-leaving subject, yet the inclusion celebration by making music and singing
The Anglican Church Hall was filled of Arts in the curriculum has been shown together in honor of the Arts.
with colourful, imaginative artworks from to improve literacy and reduce dropout | cannot stress enough the importance
children across our valley. Dragons, birds, rates. It was abundantly clear that every- of projects like this in keeping creativity
planes, insects, and more swirled across one had invested deeply in their art proj- alive and ensuring that children have
the room in vibrant displays, while proud ects this year - and thoroughly enjoyed access to the many career opportunities
young artists showed their work to friends  doing so. within the creative world. Should you be
and family. Children, parents and teachers came able to help with time, art materials or
The main event was introduced by Ame together from Bereaville, Voorstekraal, funds please contact:
Beukes, WCED Overberg Art Subject Genadendal, Bosmanskloof, Heuwel- Ruth Versfeld: 083 4960812

. ”a(
-
: 3
3
13 Michelle Street, Hermanus

+27 62 251 0546
artshophermanus@gmail.com

made.

n greyton A

i

WE DELIVER
Worklng Studlo Stockists of
« Watercolours
. « Oil Paints
bespoke lampshades, lampstands, cushions, . Il;/[etgiums
« Artboxes
padded headboards, decor, custom orders /lzzur;ll!a
« Canvas
« Easels
- « Paper
Shop 7, Oak & Vine Courtyard, DS Botha Street. 2 « Pads and more

www.madeingreyton.coza | Alison: 083 306 2536 ﬂThe Art Shop Hermanus r@j@theartshophermanus

7 SUMMER IN A GLASS!

Our award winning Lollipots Shiraz Rosé is
available at major liquor outlets and top
Restaurants in Greyton. A medley of fresh
cut flowers and candyfloss on the nose with
lingering flavours of strawberry and
watermelon on the palate.

D::lphn;,_

Lo

Delphin Wines -
Heuningkloof Estate -
Greyton 0875512771
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IS THAT NOTE REAL?

How to Spot a FFake Rand i Greyton

here's nothing quite like the sinking
Tfeeling of discovering the crisp

R100 note in your pocket... is fake.
Sadly, a few counterfeit banknotes have
been spotted around the village and pos-
sibly more as we enter the busy festive
season, leaving a trail of confusion, frus-
tration, and empty wallets in their wake.
So how can you tell if the money in your
hand is the real deal—or a crafty im-
poster? We've gathered a few tips and
tricks to help you become a note-detect-
ing sleuth right here in Greyton.

THE CLUES ARE IN THE DETAILS
South African banknotes are packed with
clever security features. Here's what to
check:

1. The Braille Dots Each genuine note
has a raised tactile feature—often mis-
taken for braille—on the left and right
sides. Rub your finger across the edge
of the note. If it's smooth or flat, raise an
eyebrow.

2. The Colour-Shifting Security Thread

Look for the metallic thread running ver-

tically through the centre
of the note. Tilt the
note in the light. It
should change colour
from green to gold.
No shimmer? That's a
red flag.

3. The Watermark Hold
the note up to the light. You
should see a faint portrait of Nelson
Mandela appear like a ghostly guide from
the ether. If you can see it without holding
it up, it's likely been printed on the surface,
not embedded into the paper.

4. Size Matters Compare your suspect
note to one you trust. Real notes are
precisely cut. If your note is too long, too
short, or just “a bit off,” it's probably a
fake. This is often the giveaway that coun-
terfeiters overlook. A true rookie mistake!

5. The Print Quality Genuine notes may
show signs of wear and tear, but the print-
ing is never patchy or inconsistent. Watch
out for notes that are too clean, too shiny,
or too new-looking for their age. A 2019

note that looks like it was
printed yesterday?
Be suspicious.

WHAT SHOULD
YOU DO?
If you think you've
received a fake note:
e Don't try to use it.

You could land yourself in legal

hot water.
e Do not take it to the bank expecting an
exchange—sadly, banks cannot re-
imburse counterfeit currency.
® Report it to your bank or the South
African Police Service (SAPS).
e Notify the business or person who gave
it to you, if possible. It's often passed
unknowingly and can help prevent further
spread.

FINAL WORD No one wants to lose
money - especially not to a scam note that
looks the part but holds no value. So, next
time you accept cash at the market, shop,
or from a neighbour, take a quick moment
to give it the once-over.

4
LIGHTSPEED

WIRELESS | FIBRE

Experience the internet the way it should be!

Fast. Reliable. Local.

028 125 0183
32 Main Rd, Greyton

www.lightspeedwireless.co.za
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JANUARY/FEBRUARY:

Get your Finances into Gear for 2026

he start of a new year often brings

a sense of possibility, especially in

Greyton, where life tends to find a
gentler rhythm after the festive season.
January and February are ideal months
to shift from holiday mode into planning
mode, giving your finances a thoughtful
reset for the year ahead. Here’s a practi-

February 2026, early in the year is the
perfect time to assess whether you are
maximising contributions to retirement
funds and tax-free savings accounts, and
to plan ahead for provisional tax if you're
self-employed or running a business.
Small, consistent contributions made well
before tax yearend can have a powerful

4. Check your estate planning

is up to date Wills, beneficiary nomi-
nations and powers of attorney are easy

to overlook but vital to review regularly.

Family changes, asset growth or shifts
in residency can all affect whether these

documents still reflect your intentions.

5. Set clear intentions for the

year ahead Money is a tool, not a goal.

Take time to think about what you want

2026 to support, whether that's travel,

supporting loved ones, stepping back
from work or simply greater peace of
mind. Clear intentions make financial

cal money checklist to help you get into
gear for 2026.

long-term impact.

3. Reassess your investments Your
investments should reflect both your
goals and your tolerance for market ups
and downs. If your personal circumstanc-
es have changed, or if market

1. Take stock of your financial
position Begin with a clear snapshot of
where you stand. Review your income,
expenses, savings and outstanding debt.

Understanding your cash flow helps you volatility has made you uneasy, it | o | decisions far easier.

spot leaks, prioritise savings and feel may be time to rebalance or If you're unsure where to start, a

more in control from the outset. i . . P
rethink your strategy. meeting with a qualified financial

2. Plan for tax efficiency early Good Staying aligned with your long- planner - now or later in the year -

tax planning isn't a last-minute exercise. term plan is often more important o | can help you create a clear, person-

With the financial tax year ending on 28 than reacting to short-term noise. alised roadmap.

A little planning in January and February can set the tone for a calmer, more confident 2026.
Getting into gear early often makes all the difference!

Claire Moorhouse

WEALTH MANAGER, CAPE TOWN
With over two decades’ experience in the financia
globally, Claire’s experience as a Wealth Manager i
lasting relat hips g them in g their long-term
financial goals. By working for companies including HSBC, Citadel, and Investec, being
based in London, New York, and Hong Kong, she gained an impressive knowledge of Capital
Markets, Wealth- and Asset Management, Investment- and Private Banking, and Financial-
and Estate Planning.

services industry, both locally and
raluable. She is dedicated to building
h her clients and as

4N &)

Our vision for our clients is
to live a life beyond wealth,

tiny In addition to her extensive industry knowledge, Claire holds a B-Comm in Economics (UCT)

CIS| Board Certification in
In an
she

and advanced her international studies while abroad earning
Capital Markets, which includes UK Financial Regulation,
ongoing demonstration of her commitment to ethical and compliant practices,

on your aspirations successfully passed the FAIS Regulatory Exam for Representatives (RES).

Her contact details:

Cell: +27 (0)76 961 6839

Email: cla herg.biz

Email
Cape Town
Gauteng
Greyton
Hermanus
Winelands

overberg

management

assel CSET MANAGEMENT (PTY) LTD. AUTHORISED FSP
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The Year We'll Pretend We're

A humorous retrospective
& speculative forecast from the
village that panics only about
water pressure and

bad planning proposals.

nother year has meandered past
Ain Greyton, proving once again

that while the world melts, wars,
burns, shouts, collapses, rebrands, re-
boots, issues tariffs or false hysteria, our

village continues its preferred pastime:
remaining serenely unbothered.

Take the Springboks. They did it again,
sending the planet into spirals of emo-
tion. Ireland wept softly into their pints,
France complained with great elegance,
England pretended to be fine, and here
in Greyton someone rang a celebratory
bell at Fiore. A few residents draped
their dogs in green-and-gold jerseys, and
everyone agreed that it was simply mar-
vellous that the Boks have a scrum three
times more powerful than anyone else,
before returning to the far more pressing
matter of which café’s almond croissant is
worth the drama.

Meanwhile, South Africa at large offered
its usual mixed bag of national entertain-
ment. Politics resembled a long-running
improv show in which the performers have
only two instructions: Don’t make sense.
Don’'t make eye contact. Economically, the
Rand attempted a bungee jump without

a rope, and the GNU ricocheted from

one drama to another, before discovering
the greatest personal economic growth is

YU )
GREYTON

OPTOMETRISTS
OOGKUNDIGES

32 Main Rd Call or
WhatsApp
028 1250190

SEE 2026 Clearly!
Don’t Miss Our
Amazing Promo!-

e

Buy a pair of M/F lenses and get another pair of

inside SAPS and their delinquent bro’s.
Greyton's response? A shrug, a stretch, a
sip of flat white, and the sort of philo-
sophical calm usually reserved for monks
and golden retrievers.

Of course, we had our own adventures.
The fires returned, as they do, with all
the enthusiasm of an uncle who always
arrives at the braai uninvited but insists
he was “just passing by.” Our volunteer
firefighters once again proved them-
selves superheroes disguised as ordi-
nary people with radios and bakkies.
They charged up hills, down kloofs, and
into smoky oblivion while the rest of us
refreshed WhatsApp groups and offered
emotionally supportive muffins and some
also kindly offered funding.

Then there is the TWK fiasco, Greyton's
least favourite municipal soap opera.
Absolutely nobody undestood what was
going on, including several people in the
TWK. But it gave us all a fresh excuse to
complain about rates, fraud, incompe-
tence, water pressure, and why potholes
in Greyton seem to achieve long-term
residency status more reliably than many
humans. Some of them

are now considered
by residents for
heritage
status.

Ready lor

Culturally, the village thrived. Shops
opened, closed, and reopened three
months later with a new name, new
décor, and the exact same carrot cake.

Art exhibitions multiplied; gardens
erupted into competitive splendour; local
and national musicians carried us through
emotional peaks; and the popular beer
and wine events ensured no one suffered
the catastrophe of a dry weekend. Tourists
continued their weekly migration, arriving
in convoys of bakkies that cause mild phil-
osophical crises at the four-way stop.

And now, 2026 looms. What can we
expect?

Globally: elections, meltdowns, diplomat-
ic slap-fights, another billionaire launch-
ing themselves into space, and probably
a new streaming service called "Yet
Another Subscription You Don’t Need.”

Nationally: political focus on corruption
(except in the leadership), promises that
may or may not materialise, and the
ever-hopeful chance that the Boks will de-
liver us from despair once again.

Locally? The mountains will remain
majestic. The horses, cows and pigs will
continue their slow takeover. Someone
will start a new venture selling laven-
der-infused-fermented-honey-quino-
asomething. Someone else will complain
that Greyton is “changing too much”
while ordering the same salad they’ve
eaten for 12 years.

And so, Greyton marches into another
year, gloriously unchanged, charmingly
peculiar, and stubbornly itself.

Never still. Always the same.
And thank goodness for that.

M/F lenses for FREE!

26

THE GREYTON POST

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2026



FROM LADY GREY

My dear Readers . . .

A very happy New Year to
you all — may it arrive gently,
with good humour, familiar faces
in the village streets,
and just enough mischief to

keep Greyton interesting.

hall we start with a casual stroll

through a few observations from

the past few months? Or perhaps a
hop. Or, in the case of our latest Art Walk
logo, a jaunty lurch with a rather enthusi-
astic big toe.

Now, before the pitchforks (or paintbrush-
es) come out, walk with me on this one.

It is an Art Walk, hence the foot - one
assumes. But this particular foot feels less
“light stroll through Greyton’s charming
galleries” and more “cheerful yeti with a
misplaced, possibly bleeding big toe”.

| would genuinely love someone to
explain the artistic rationale behind our
jolly giant foot. Is it a metaphor? Is it a
statement on how art should tread boldly,
even if slightly off-balance? Is it what
happens if you kick a stone in Vigne Lane
in your slops?

All that said, | absolutely adore that peo-
ple are talking about it. Art that triggers
debate is doing its job. So if you see me
in the village, please — enlighten me. I'm
all ears. And toes.

Speaking of visuals, how about that Grey-
ton calendar, hmm? Sold out faster than
John’s ciabatta on a Saturday morning.
Clearly, we love our valley enough to hang
it on every wall. May | gently suggest —
purely in the interests of culture and public

morale, you understand — that next year
we fully sell out and consider a “Greyton
Firefighters” edition? Tasteful, of course: a
few hunky firemen, bravely handling their
hoses, smudged with just the right amount
of ash, gazing nobly into the middle dis-
tance. Strictly artistic. Entirely fundraising.
Utterly necessary. All for the good of the
community, naturally.

Now, about the Wine Festival. What a
glorious event — music, laughter, and

the gentle clink of glasses. But heavens
above, can the pourers pour any less? It
appears we have perfected the fine art of
delivering the tiniest possible amount of
wine into a glass without it evaporating
on impact.

Picture it: a mere twitch of the wrist, a
delicate arc, and then... three and a half
droplets. Quite an accomplishment, es-
pecially on an exceptionally hot Saturday,
when surely the temptation must have
been to over-pour by mistake. Yet, with
admirable discipline, many succeeded in
keeping the levels homeopathically low.
Make no mistake, some pourers were
definitely more generous than others.

On to a slightly more serious note:
donation fatigue. Our local businesses
are astonishingly generous. They sponsor
prizes, donate vouchers, give hampers,
support raffles and fundraisers — often
quietly, without fanfare. But there is a lim-
it, even in our kind little village. Constant
requests, however worthy, can start to
nibble away at their already slim margins.

Perhaps it's time for a small shift in how

we do things. Instead of asking shops to
donate yet another freebie, maybe gen-
erous residents could purchase prizes at

Farmstay
Small weddings and functions

www.Hemelsbreedfarm.co.za

»
.
!
|

L

cost from our local stores for raffles and
events. That way, the shop still recovers
something, we keep our local businesses
alive, and the cause still benefits. Let's not
bankrupt the very businesses that make
Greyton special by overusing their kind
hearts and deep pockets. Support them
with the same enthusiasm with which we
ask them to support us.

So let us debate, sip, support,
and occasionally raise an eyebrow
— allin the spirit of a village that

cares deeply and speaks freely:
May our art remain bold,
our wine a touch less timid,
and our community as strong

as the people who hold it together.

Yours in fond observation,

ol v o ~ull
HEMELSBREED

Hemelsbreedfarm@gmail.com
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Custom-designed,
water efficient systems
using digital mapping
for accuracy and style.

We work with your

garden designer to

create a seamless,

beautiful result.

INSTALLATION | REPAIRS
SEASONAL MAINTENANCE
GARDEN IRRIGATION LES: 066 216 9667

GREEFF CHRISTIE'S

Where it counts

Dedicated to professional
35 YEARS OF COMBINED . .

and ethical service
PROPERTY SALES ' o o=

VALUATIONS —
RENTALS il

Monique
082 424 5035
monique@greeff.co.za
Beverley iR e o S : SE
082 390 6072 : So many options. An original | Versatile, secluded plot. Ideal for

b | “ I8 cottage plus 4 guest apartments. living, working or B &B. | foramake-over,on 3059 m?
everley@greeft.co.za . R3 500 000 R2 150 000 : R5 450 000

21 Main Road
Greyton




